June 30, 2007

Taylor Baseball Club

Mr. Darrel Sakamoto 

Mr. Craig Bishop

Mr. Brad Ditter

Mr. Tighe Dickinson

Re:  Protest Decision 

To the Coaching and Administrating Staff of Taylor Baseball Club,

I sent you an e-mail on June 21, 2007 informing you of the protest filed against your team by Dow Baseball Club. I requested that you respond to the protest within 72 hours. According to AOL “status check”, the e-mail was read by Mr. Sakamoto’s computer that same evening. We have given you far more than the 72 hours to respond.  Since you have chosen not to respond, you leave us no choice but to rule on the protest without your input. 

The ABCW board has found Taylor Baseball Club in violation of the (ABCW) Amateur Baseball Congress of Washington tampering rule and the AABC National rule regarding players moving from a Mickey Mantle team to a Connie Mack team.  We find that Taylor Baseball Club tampered with and recruited a player from another  ABCW team during the playing season without contacting the coaches of the team the player was contracted with and without seeking and receiving a release for that player before including him on Taylor Baseball Club’s roster.   

The ABCW board has imposed the following penalties on Taylor Baseball Club.  Including but not limited to any league and /or team that chooses to play Taylor Baseball Club league games or non-league games.

From this day forward, Taylor baseball Club is banned from ABCW play.  This includes the remainder of the 2007 season. Taylor Baseball Club will also be banned for the entire 2008 and 2009 seasons.  Their Coaches and Administrators including but not limited to, Darrel Sakamoto, Craig Bishop, Tighe Dickinson, and Brad Ditter of Taylor Baseball Club may seek reinstatement to ABCW for the 2010 playing season, providing the rules, and regulations of the ABCW are strictly followed.  Taylor Baseball Club, Administrators and Coaches must agree to follow the rules of the ABCW, and accept all penalties during the suspension from ABCW membership.  The list of penalties is as follows:

1.) The ABCW will not accept the registration of any league that includes Taylor Baseball Club as a member.

2.) The ABCW will not accept any team that includes Darrel Sakamoto, Craig Bishop, Tighe Dickinson or Brad Ditter as a Coach or Administrator.

3.) Any ABCW team/league that chooses to schedule any type of games with Taylor Baseball Club, while the suspension is in force, will also be banned from ABCW post Season play.  

4.) Any team that schedules games with any ABCW Team that has played Taylor Baseball Club while the suspension and penalties are in force, shall also be prohibited from playing ABCW Post season

5.) A legitimate/sanctioned tournament where teams happen to meet and play Taylor Baseball Club will be an exception and allowed.

This decision is final and not appealable.

Respectfully,

Dean Foster

AABC / ABCW Washington State Director

AABC West Region Assistant Vice President 

